Weekly Cell Guide

Leader’s Copy

Theme: First Love
Series

-

Topic

- The Miracles of Christmas

Date/s

-

6 December 2015

Speaker/s

-

Pastor Ken Teo

Welcome [15 min]
You may want to look up the following websites for icebreakers suitable for your cell.
www.thesource4ym.com/games/
www.christianitytoday.com/smallgroups/articles/icebreakersbeyond.html< go to LEAD, click on ICEBREAKERS >

Worship [15 min]
You may select songs like “Savior King”, “The love of God” or “So You Would Come”.

Spiritual Objectives
At the end of the cell discussion, cell members will:
1. Understand the three miracles God gave on Christmas.
2. Determine to receive or lead others to receive these miracles.

Word [45 min]
The central message of Christmas is the joy, peace and love of God who sent His son, Jesus, as a Saviour King to
all people (Luke 2:10). Pastor Ken shared the three miracles of Christmas:
(1) Emmanuel, “God with us” (Matthew 1:23)
“The Word became flesh and dwelled among us”. God did not send a decoy, an angel or a
representative; Jesus came personally, in person, to live among us. To save us, work with and for us,
not against us. Better yet, before He ascended to heaven, He left the Holy Spirit to dwell inside us so
we can have God in us at all times.
(2) Second Birth (Matthew 1:20-21)
Jesus came, lived a sinless life and then died on the cross to atone for our sins. Having been made
righteous with Jesus’ sacrifice, man is reconciled to God. We therefore do not need to die a spiritual
death to pay for our sins. Additionally, we are given the Spirit of the Son in us and hence elevated to
the highest status to inherit the full rights as sons of God (Gal 4:6). We are a new creation with a new
beginning and new future!
(3) Healing and Wholeness (Psalm 107:20)
God promised that when we believe in Him, He will give us an abundant life. We are also made whole.
Pastor Ken shared His experiences in the mission field and in his church on how people who were
stricken with illnesses were given sight, hearing and healing from their infirmities. He encouraged the
congregation not to ‘beg’ God to heal but to proclaim healing. Although he does not yet know why
some do not get healed, he asked that they continue to press on in faith.
In closing, Pastor Ken urged Riverlifers to receive anew the miracles of Christmas – experience God, receive or
lead someone to receive the second birth by believing in Jesus and proclaim the healing and wholeness
promised by God.

English Adult Writing Team - Adeline Ng, Patricia Liu, Jeffrey Quek , Tan Siok Cheng, Charmaine Cheang, Tan Kee Sian
This weekly cell guide is also available at www.riverlife.org.sg. For feedback, please write to cellwriters@riverlife.org.sg. Pg 1/2

Weekly Cell Guide
Adult Cells

Discussion Questions
1. As 2015 draws to a close, what does Christmas mean to you this year? [10 min]

Leader’s Notes: This is an open sharing to lead people into the discussion proper.
2 Since the birth of Christ happened more than 2,000 years ago, how can one experience “Emmanuel,

God with us” today? [10 min]
Leader’s Notes: When we receive Christ into our lives, we receive also the Holy Spirit who dwells inside us.
He is therefore available to us 24/7; He goes through whatever we go through and completely
understands our situations. Romans 8:26 says that even though we may feel too overwhelmed and do not
know what to pray, the Holy Spirit intercedes and pray what we cannot utter. We can also experience God
in our everyday lives through speaking or praying to Him, reading the Bible, do our daily devotion, seek
wise Godly counsel; even just by staying still and ponder God. There are many pathways to God; we need
only constantly seek. Remember that even though sometimes we cannot see God’s hand, we can trust His
heart.
3. Which of the three miracles of Christmas mean the most to you? Why? [10 min]

Leader’s Notes: Allow members to reflect on the sermon and share what the miracles that Pastor Ken
shared mean to them.
4. Share one action you might take to make this Christmas special. [10 min]

Leader’s Notes: The commercialization of Christmas can sometimes distract even a Christian from its true
meaning. Encourage members to determine to do something, even seemingly small, to make this
Christmas a little bit more special. Baby steps include inviting family and friends to the various church
events, praying for pre-believers, reconciling with someone God brings to mind, show care as the Spirit
prompts, etc.

Works [10 min]
Let’s pray:
1. Riverlifers to receive anew the three miracles of Christmas – experience God, receive or lead others to
receive these miracles.
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